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President Message  
Jan Duncan, RHIT, CTR 

Hello, Everyone,  

I hope that you had a wonderful summer.  It seems like we were just at Caribbean 
Cove for our Fall Conference, and yet here we are again making final preparations 
with Marten House for our 2014 Conference, “It’s a Wonderful Life”.  I’m not a 
creative person, but after 26 years in the registry, I can only look back at my 
career and think that I truly did have a wonderful life.  When I began in 1988, 
most of us were still using paper abstracts, 3 x 5 cards for our MPI, 5 x 8 cards in a 
“tickler file” for follow-up, and the only site we had to worry about TNM staging 
was breast.  Treatment was pretty much surgery, external beam radiation, or 
nitrogen mustard chemotherapy.  Over the course of my career surgery became 
micro-invasive and is done in many cases with a robot; radiation now includes 
IMRT, IGRT, CyberKnife, Proton Therapy, and Photon Therapy; and chemotherapy 
has grown to multiple agent regimens and targeted therapies. We’ve added 
hormone therapy for several sites and vaccine therapy is under development.  It 
has truly been a good time to be in this field.  On another positive note, April Fritz 
is doing well and we are so pleased she plans to be with us again this year, and 
former member Val Vesich is returning to her home state as a vendor and 
speaker.  Program Chair Joyce Larko has been working diligently and has secured 
several other speakers as well; please refer to her article and the program flyer 
for details. 

Thank you to everyone who agreed to be on the ballot for next year, and please 
consider chairing or serving on a committee.  ICRA is a wonderful organization 
and I have truly enjoyed serving as president this year.  Thanks most of all to my 
wonderful board; you have done a terrific job and I’m honored to serve with all of 
you. 

Take care, everyone, and hope to see you in November. 
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President Elect/Auditing Committee, Nancy Whipple, CTR 
 
I hope everyone had a GREAT summer.  I have not yet completed the audit of the Treasurer’s books, but 
hope to complete it soon. I am sure we are in good order. 

I am in the process of choosing a location for your 2015 ICRA Fall Conference.  

 

Past President/Nominations/ Ways & Means, Joann Schultz, RHIT, CTR 
 
Past President/Nominations Update: 

I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer.  Thank you to all who completed the call for nominations.  A 
very special thank you to all who have agreed to run for an office.  Please complete your ballots.  Your 
vote is important.  Thank you to my committee members Phyllis Polarek, RHIA, CTR & Kristin 
Wennerstrom RHIT.   See you at the Fall Conference. 

Ways & Means Update:  

Once again at the Fall Conference we will hold the ever popular Silent Auction.  If you have an item you 
wish to donate please let me know.  We are in the process of arranging Dining To Donate both 
Wednesday & Thursday evenings at the Fall Conference details will be announced in a blast e-mail.  
Please watch for a blast e-mail closer to the Fall Conference.  I am looking forward to seeing you at the 
Fall Conference.   

 

Secretary and Website Committee Chair, Cassandra (Cassie) Nobbe, CTR  
 
ICRA’s website’s (www.icra-indiana.net) registrar’s resource page is going to undergo some 
reconstruction and reorganization.  Many of the hyperlinks to the resources do not launch.  The new 
page will consist of links for the following categories: Articles, Journals & Publications; Associations & 
Organizations; General Education & Awareness; Formal Education Programs; Reference Manuals; 
Regional & State Registry Sites; Training Resources.   If you have any helpful web resources that you 
would like to share with your colleagues on this page please contact the webmaster at 
icra_indiana@yahoo.com.  

Reminder: ICRA’s e-mail address is icra_indiana@yahoo.com .  Please add this address to your list of 
contacts.  This address will be used to send all of ICRA’s broadcast e-mails.  As a member, you should 
receive a few e-mails annually.  If you find you are not receiving e-mails, please contact us using ICRA’s 
e-mail address. Please remember to contact us if your home or work contact information changes. 

mailto:icra_indiana@yahoo.com


3 | P a g e   I n d i a n a  A b s t r a c t  
 

Vice President/NCRA & CoC Liaison, Kimberly Turpin, RHIT, CTR 
 

I would like to start by saying how thankful I am to have been able to attend the 40th NCRA Conference 
held in Nashville, TN. Opry Mills is such a beautiful place.  The conference was a great experience filled 
with wonderful people and lots of information.  I met many wonderful people who came from all over.  I 
also had the honor to meet representatives from all states and NCRA at the President’s  Meet and Greet 
lunch. 34 baskets were raffled this year including one from ICRA, selling a total of 4973 raffle tickets! 
Overall, this conference was very helpful for all in the Cancer Registry profession. Thank you ICRA for 
sending me to represent our state. 

NCRA Update: 

 NCRA launched a new website: www.ncra-usa.org .  Features include: enhanced navigation with refined 
menu options, updated utility bar with immediate access to the most popular content, improved site-
wide search functionality, and much more.  

Be sure to check out the 13 new educational videos regarding Collaborative Stage in tandem with 
V02.05.  

There are also many sources for education to prep you for the CTR Exam on NCRA’s website. 

NCRA sent a newsletter in early July asking for letters of support from your facility to help establish a 
distinct detailed occupation code of “Medical Registrar” in the office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
Standard Occupational Classification (SOC).  Send letters and/or questions to policystaff@ncra-usa.org. 
The final decision for this will be made in 2018. 

September 19, 2014 is the application Deadline for the Fall 2014 CTR Exam.  The last 2014 testing 
window is October 18-November 8. 

CoC Update: 

The CoC is seeking input from registrars, data users, physicians, and others to modernize the FORDS 
manual. This project started in April 2014, and input will be gathered through an electronic survey, 
which will be open through September 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncra-usa.org/
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Education Chair, Jan Stengel, RHIA, CTR 
 
The last coding workshop for 2014 was held August 4 at the Indiana State Department of Health. 
The workshop concentrated on directly coded stage. This included AJCC as well as Summary 
Stage 2000. To reinforce the rules and importance of chapter rules taking priority over the 
general rules, exercises were completed highlighting the following sites: breast, prostate, bladder, 
lung, and endometrium. This workshop was videotaped. The Indiana State Cancer Registry 
(ISCR) is working on having this available on the ISDH Website. NPCR and the CoC require 
clinical and pathologic AJCC stage as applicable. Clinical and pathologic stage is not to be mixed 
unless staging rules allow. Be sure to read the chapter rules as they take precedence over the 
general rules. Summary Stage is required by NPCR. Using the electronic manual on the SEER 
Website is preferred. It is found at: http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/ssm/ 
 
Collaborative Stage Transition 
The standard setters are finalizing plans for the transition from Collaborative Staging (CS) to 
directly assigned AJCC TNM stage and SEER Summary Stage (SS). The final revisions are to 
be submitted by December 1, 2014. NAACCR Standards Volume II will be released July 1, 2015 
and the EDITS Metafile is to be released September 1, 2015. The requirement for directly 
assigned AJCC TNM stage will be effective for cases diagnosed January 1, 2016 and later. 
Education and training will be ongoing. 
 
2014- 2015 
CS will continue to be collected for 2014 and 2015 diagnoses and requires conversion to CS v 
02.05. NPCR, SEER, CoC and other work groups are working through NAACCR to determine 
the preferred method of collection and transmittal of data currently collected in CS. The CoC 
requires both clinical and pathologic stage when applicable. In order to practice one’s ability to 
read and understand how to stage directly from the manuals, it may be wise to directly code 
AJCC Stage as well as Summary Stage and see how one’s results compare with the derived 
stage after completing the CS fields. As always, physicians staging is required. Stage should be 
completed when physician stage is not available. 
 
2015 
NPCR (IN State Registry) will require directly coded SS (in addition to CS) beginning with cases 
diagnosed January 1, 2015. Summary Stage categorizes how far cancer has spread from the 
point of origin combining clinical and pathologic documentation. SEER recommends that the 
updated Summary Stage Manual on their Web site be used, rather than the Summary Stage 
Manual - 2000. It can be found at the following link: http://www.seer.cancer.gov/tools/ssm/ 
 
2016 
NPCR (IN State Registry) will require directly coded SS; Clinical T, N, M for all cases; and 
Pathologic T, N, M for eligible cases. AJCC 7th edition will be used until 2017. CS coding will be 

http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/ssm/
http://www.seer.cancer.gov/tools/ssm/
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discontinued except for some variables, especially many of the Site Specific Factors (SSF’s). 
The standard setters will clarify which additional variables and SSF’s will be collected. 
 
FORDS 
The FORDS Revision project is underway. The CoC is in the process of revising the FORDS 
manual. September 2014 is the deadline for anyone to submit suggestions on fields and data 
items that one would like to see made clearer or ones where new codes would be helpful. As we 
abstract sometimes we see first-hand where some of the coding options could be more useful 
and or defined better. This is a chance to give ideas before they finalize the latest revision. 
Submit suggestions by going to the following link: http://www.facs.org/cancer/coc/fordsrevision.html 
There are options to change, add or delete an item. They ask for examples of scenarios to 
provide the rationale for the change. They also ask for your contact information in case they 
need clarification from you. The contact information will not be disseminated. 
 
RQRS 
The Rapid Quality Reporting System (RQRS) has replaced the CoC standard for “Timeliness.” 
Cases should not be submitted to the State, however, until they are complete. Facilities that use 
RMCDS software should put the cases in suspense until they are complete. Cases in suspense 
can be reported to the RQRS, but are not included in State submissions. Those who use other 
software should contact the vendor for a method to prevent submission of incomplete cases to 
the State Registry. 
 
Grade for 2014 
The standard setters have collaborated to consolidate and clarify the coding rules for grade 
(NAACCR item #440, Grade, Differentiation or Cell Indicator) for cases diagnosed January 1, 
2014 and forward. The “Instructions for Coding Grade for 2014+” can be found at the following 
link: http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/grade/ . Please save a copy of these instructions as your 
reference for accurately coding grade for cases diagnosed 2014 and forward. 
 
SEER Web-Based Education 
SEER has a new education portal at the following URL: https://educate.fhcrc.org 
There are case scenarios that can be abstracted. The answers with rationale are then provided 
when finished. CE’s are also available. This is a free education tool. This application is 
supported only by Firefox and Chrome browsers. 
 
Education 
AJCC and Collaborative Stage are in the process of developing short You-tube videos to answer 
a specific coding question in 5 minutes. This can be accessed via the CS Website as well as You 
Tube. The content will include rules, schemas, resources and SSF’s. 
The NCRA Website has presentations that go over T, N, and M staging as well as Summary 
Stage. One can obtain CE’s for a fee. There are also many upcoming Webinars on stage and 
the transition to directly coded stage. Please see: http://www.cancerregistryeducation.org/tnmss-resources 

http://www.facs.org/cancer/coc/fordsrevision.html
http://seer.cancer.gov/tools/grade/
https://educate.fhcrc.org/
http://www.cancerregistryeducation.org/tnmss-resources
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The next CTR exam is scheduled for October 18 - Nov. 8, 2014. The application deadline was 
September 19. 2014. 
The State did purchase next year’s NAACCR Webinar series. I highly encourage all of you to 
participate, as you are able. Each Webinar covers the anatomy of the site being presented, 
Fords treatment codes as well as Collaborative Stage. They air 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM and offer 3 
CE’s for each Webinar. The following are the topics for the 2014-2015 series: 
 

9/11/14 Coding Pitfalls 

10/02/14 Directly Coded Stage Data: Using the AJCC Cancer Staging Manual 7th Ed. And Summary Stage 2000 

11/06/14 Collecting Cancer Data: Hematopoietic and Lymphoid Neoplasms 

12/04/14 Using the Multiple Primary and Histology (MP/H) Coding Rules 

01/08/15 Collecting Cancer Data: Testis 

02/05/15 Collecting Cancer Data: Uterus 

03/05/15 Abstracting and Coding Boot Camp: Cancer Case Scenarios 

04/02/15 Collecting Cancer Data: Stomach and Esophagus 

05/07/15 Collecting Cancer Data: Larynx and Thyroid 

06/04/15 Collecting Cancer Data: Pancreas 

07/09/15 Survivorship Care Plans 

08/06/15 Collecting Cancer Data: Central Nervous System 

09/03/15 Coding Pitfalls 

 

ACS Liaison, Kolleen Spencer, CTR 
 
Have you Heard the News!! 

The facility Partnership Report is available through the American Cancer Society. The report summarizes 
the ACS support of selected CoC Standards and Eligibility Requirements. 

A highlight of this report includes information available on Standard 3.1: Patient Navigation Process, a 
published grid includes individual facility referral to the ACS for the following service requests YTD, 
patients referred for HRH medical staff, newly diagnosed patients served YTD , un-insured or under-
insured patients served YTD and the top sites referred. 

To obtain a report contact your ACS staff partner. Individual reports are not published publicly online 
due to patient privacy through the ACS referral system.  
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HISTORIAN, Claudia Jenkins, CTR 
 
I was fortunate that my Hospital sent me to NCRA in Nashville in May; of course Rizzo and Reggie 
wanted to go with me.  While I was there Nancy Hunt and I had the opportunity to enjoy breakfast with 
some Registrars from Taiwan.  Here we are along with Rizzo and Reggie for a quick snap shot.  

 

 Please visit the historian booth for more pictures from NCRA.  

Historian Game for ICRA Conference 

Have you been having fun with your Flat Registrars this summer?  If not, you are not too late. You still 
have plenty of time! Please let me know if you have any questions.  

Hi we are Reggie and Rizzo your Flat Registrars. 
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All year long take us with you on your vacations, to work and to educational opportunities. Anywhere 
you can think of! Be creative!! At the ICRA Conference in November we will ask the attendees to vote 
and this will be the Historian game.  

Instructions: 

1. Print out which ever Flat Registrar you want Rizzo and Reggie (or both).    ***Please see the 
bottom of this paper, they are saved as PDF file. Black and white is OK if you don’t have a color printer. 
You can color them if you want, but it’s not necessary. You can also support them with something if you 
choose, such as a paint stick. 

2. Take your flat registrar with you. Have someone take a picture of you with your Flat Registrar(s). 

3. Email the picture to me at crcjj@uhhg.org. I will send an email back to acknowledge that I have 
received the picture. Please indicate which category you would like to have your picture in, along with a 
caption for the photo such as “Rizzo, Reggie and I having fun at the pool”.  Deadline for emails, will be 
one week prior to the ICRA Conference. If you choose to bring the developed picture with you to the 
Conference, the deadline will be the Welcome from our President.   

***If you bring your picture to the Conference we will give you a label so that you can label your picture.   

4. I will have the pictures developed and make a display for the conference. Conference attendees 
will vote on the pictures based following categories.  

a. Most Fun 

b. Most Educational 

c. You and your Flat Registrar being healthy  

d. Most creative 

In case of a tie, we will draw names from those who have tied.  

We will also have a category of farthest traveled from your home (please list City or Town). Both you 
and Flat Registrar must be in the picture at that destination, along with something identifying the 
destination.  

Our Flat Registrars Rizzo and Reggie will be available at the Conference for photo opportunities, but 
these will not be in the game.  

****Pictures attached below.  
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Membership Chair, Sherry Dowling, CTR 
 
As of August 11, 2014, we have eighty-nine 2014-2015 ICRA members.  

Four ICRA members referred new members and their names will be entered into the membership 
drive contest. The drawing for the winner of the $50.00 cash prize will take place at the ICRA 2014 
Fall Conference. Currently we have fourteen new members: 

 
Kathie Jo Bieschkke, MA 
Memorial Hospital of South Bend 
 
Jennipher Holcomb, LPN, CTR 
Reid Hospital and Health Care Services 
 
Tracy A. Geiser 
IU Health Goshen Ctr Cancer  
 
Melissa A. Krug, RHIT 
Franciscan St. Francis Health 
 
Yolanda Levy, RHIT, CTR 
Roudebush VA Medical Center 
 
Jane Murphy, RN 
Richard L Roudebush VAMC 
 
Pamela Neal, CTR 
IUH-Bloomington 

 
Connie J. Ring, CTR 
Luthern, Ft. Wayne 
 
Lorraine Stage, RHIA, CTR 
Methodist Hospitals 
 
Leann E. Tanaskovic, RHIT 
Methodist Hospitals 
 
Kristin Wagner, RHIT 
Deaconess  
 
Annette Waymire, RHIT, CTR 
CHAMPS 
 
Kristin Wennerstrom, RHIT 
Porter Regional Hospital 
 
Leslie Woodard 
St. Francis  

 

Please remember to notify us of any changes to your contact information, so you will receive 
correspondence in a timely matter.  

See you at the fall conference! 
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Public Relations/ IHIMA Liaison, Brandy Lewis, CTR 
 
Public Relations Update: 

Reminder: Please contact Public Relations if you know of any member who has lost a loved one 
from their immediate family.  ICRA would like to assure them of our genuine concern and support.  

We would like to emphasize that the Public Relations Committee always welcomes ideas for the 
newsletter and encourage articles from you, the membership. You don’t need to be on the Board to 
submit an article. Let’s hear from you!  

IHIMA Update:  

ICD-10 is coming! The new implementation date is set for October 2015.  Now is the time to ensure 
that physicians, coders, clinical staff, and managers are educated in ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS.  
LHIMA’s webinar series for will cater to a variety of areas and will provide much needed education 
advanced coders, non-coders, managers and clinical staff.  There will be 6 webinars covering a 
variety of topics for all areas of the healthcare facility to prepare for the potential implementation 
date of October 2015. CIHIMA is open to any person meeting the IHIMA membership requirements 
and/or other interested persons involved in the health information management field and are 
located within the Central Indiana area. For more information, visit www.ihima.org. 

 

Program Committee Chair, Joyce Larko, RHIT, CTR 
 
You are cordially invited to join us for our “It’s A Wonderful Life” Fall Conference  

November 6 and November 7, 2014 at The Marten House.   

I am so pleased that April Fritz is planning to be with us.  She will be discussing hematopoietic 
diseases multiple primaries and histologies and will also help us with systemic and radiation 
therapy coding issues.  She will show us how to make the most of online references and data bases.  
Our physician speakers include:  Dr. Michael Dugan from Indiana Blood and Marrow 
Transplantation, Franciscan St. Francis-Indianapolis; Dr. Mark McDonald from Indiana University 
Proton Therapy Center, Bloomington; and Dr. Sarah Ali, hematology and oncology, Franciscan St. 
Francis-Indianapolis who will discuss breast cancer treatment.  Val Vesich, RHIT, CTR will be 
covering two topics that have been requested by members in the past--meaningful use of data and 
follow-up.  Directly assigned stage and coding challenges will be addressed by Jan Stengel, RHIA, 
CTR, NPCR Education & Training Coordinator.  Laura Ruppert, MHA, Indiana State Cancer Registry 
and Kim Turpin, RHIT, CTR, NCRA and CoC liaison will provide updates.   

See you in November! 
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The Marten House Hotel and 
Lily Conference Center 
1801 W. 86th Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46260 
 
Rates for those wishing to stay overnight 
have been guaranteed at the hotel below.  
Reservation deadline for below quoted rates is 
12:00 midnight (EST) on October 6, 2014.  
 
Check the ICRA website for more information.  
http://www.icra-indiana.net 
 
The Marten House Hotel 
1801 W. 86th Street 
Indianapolis, In 46260 
(800) 736-5634 
Specify that you are with the Indiana Cancer  
Registrars Association 
$89.00 + 17% tax for a single king bed or 
$89.00 + 17%  tax for two double beds 
 
 
Program chair contact: 
Joyce Larko, RHIT, CTR 
jlarko@comhs.org 
(219) 836-4541 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

“It’s A Wonderful Life” 

36th Annual ICRA 
Fall Conference 

 

November 6-7, 2014 

Estimated Continuing Education Hours: 
11/6/14  Credit Hours  5.0 Estimated 
11/7/14   Credit Hours  5.0 Estimated  

Total Credit Hours:         10.0 Estimated 
 

National Cancer Registrars Association  
continuing education endorsement pending. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joyce Larko, RHIT, CTR 
1326 Acorn Drive 
Crow

n Point, IN
  46307 

 

http://www.icra-indiana.net/
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Thursday, November 6, 2014 Friday, November 7, 2014 Registration Form (Detach & return w/payment) 

 
7:30-8:00 am   Registration/Light Breakfast 
 
8:00-8:15 am             Welcome and Overview 
                    Jan Duncan, RHIT, CTR 
                    Joyce Larko, RHIT, CTR 
 
8:15-9:15 am       Blood and Marrow Transplantation    
                                      Michael Dugan, MD 
                          Indiana Blood and Marrow Transplantation                                         
                                      Franciscan St. Francis Health                           
                                      Indianapolis, IN 
 
9:15-10:15 am Meaningful Use of Data 
                                      Valerie Vesich, RHIT, CTR 
 
10:15-10:45 am         Break / Vendor Time 
 
10:45-11:45 am        Communication and Professionalism: 
                                     A Better You 
                                     Sonya M. Zeller, MBA, MSN, RN 
          VP, Chief Operating Officer/ Chief Nursing Executive 
                                     Administration 
                                    Indiana University Health Paoli 
                                                 
11:45 am – 2:00 pm Networking Luncheon/ICRA 
    Business Meeting/Awards Ceremony 
 
2:00-3:00 pm  Follow-up 
                                     Valerie Vesich, RHIT, CTR 
 
3:00-3:30 pm   Break/Vendor Time 
 
3:30-4:30 pm Updates:  ISCR, NCRA, and CoC   
                                    Laura Ruppert, MHA 
                                    Kimberly Turpin, RHIT, CTR 

 
7:15-7:55 am       Registration/Light Breakfast 
 

7:55-8:00                      Welcome and Overview 
 

8:00-9:00 am     Hematopoietic Diseases Multiple  Primaries  
                             and Histologies 
                                       April Fritz, RHIT, CTR 

                                  April Fritz & Associates, LLC 
 

9:00-10:00 am             Breast Cancer Treatment 
                                       Sarah Ali, MD 
                                       Hematology, Oncology 
                                       Franciscan St. Francis Health 
                                       Indianapolis, IN 
 

10:00-10:30 am    Break/Vendor Time 
 
10:30-11:30 am          Making the Most of Online References 
                                       and Data Bases 
                                       April Fritz RHIT, CTR 
                                       April Fritz & Associates, LLC 
 
11:30 am -12:30 pm   Lunch/Installation 2015 Board 
                                  
12:30-1:45 pm     Systemic Therapy Coding Issues 
                                       and Radiation Therapy Issues 
                                       April Fritz, RHIT, CTR 
                                       April Fritz & Associates, LLC 
 

1:45-3:15 pm              “Directly Assigned Stage and 
                                       Coding Challenges” 
                                       Janet Stengel, RHIA, CTR 
 NPCR Education & Training Coordinator 

                                     Franciscan St. Francis Health 
                                     Indianapolis, IN 

 

3:15-3:30                      Closing Remarks/Adjournment 
 
 
 

Conference Attire: Business Casual 

 
o ICRA MEMBER (Both days)                $140.00 

o ICRA MEMBER Thursday only             $90.00 

o ICRA MEMBER Friday  only               $90.00 

o ICRA NON-MEMBER (Both days)        $180.00 

o ICRA NON-MEMBER Thursday only   $100.00 

o ICRA NON-MEMBER Friday only        $100.00 
Make check payable to ICRA & mail completed 

registration form by October 11, 2014 to: 
 

Joyce Larko, RHIT, CTR, ICRA Program Chair 
1326 Acorn Drive 

Crown Point, IN  46307 
Must be postmarked by October 11, 2014! 

 
A $20 late fee will be assessed for registrations postmarked after 
October 11, 2014. Walk-ins are not guaranteed lunch or 
conference packets.  Lunches of chicken and beef. Please let the 
program chair know if you have special dietary needs. 
All checks returned for non-sufficient funds will be the 
responsibility of the incurring party. 
Request for refunds must be in writing with reason 
for request, addressed to ICRA treasurer (Martha Hill). All requests 
will be taken under advisement at the first 
scheduled Board of Directors meeting held after 
the ICRA Fall Conference (January). 
 
Name: _____________________________________ 
Credentials: ________________________________ 
Facility/Company: ___________________________ 
City: ______________________________________ 
State:______________  Zip: ___________________ 
E-mail:_____________________________________ 
 (For Registration Confirmation) 
Phone: (___) _______________________________ 
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ISDH LIAISON, Laura Ruppert, MHA 
 
INDIANA STATE CANCER REGISTRY UPDATE: 

Just a reminder, the Indiana State Cancer Registry (ISCR) has purchased the 2014-2015 North American 
Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) webinar series. This series is available at no cost to 
individual CTRs. Please contact Marsha Lundy if you would like more information: (317)233-7158. 

The ISCR received the Gold Standard Award from NAACCR for its data quality submitted in November of 
2013. Additionally, the ISCR received the 2013 Registry of Distinction Award from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Program of Cancer Registries for its data quality in the 
November 2013 submission. Both of these awards are a direct reflection of the outstanding work of the 
CTRs across Indiana. Both of these awards allow data from Indiana to be included in the Cancers 
Incidence in North America (CINA) and the United States Cancer Statistics (USCS) publications. 

Highlights of presentations directly utilizing ISCR data-Kudos to statewide CTRs that made these 
presentations possible! 

Indiana Cancer Consortium (ICC) D6 meeting-March, 2014, Muncie, IN 

• Oral Presentation:  “Cancer Burden in Indiana’s Public Health District 6 (D6)” ; Amanda 
Raftery,    Laura Ruppert 
ICC annual meeting-April, 2014, Indianapolis, IN 

• Oral Presentation: “Just the Facts from the Data Detectives”; Laura Ruppert, Amanda Raftery, 
Linda Stemnock  
ICC  D9 meeting-June, 2014, Jeffersonville, IN 

• Oral Presentation:  “Cancer Burden in Indiana’s Public Health District 9 (D9)”;  Laura Ruppert, 
Amanda Raftery  
NAACCR annual meeting-June, 2014 in Ottawa, Ontario & Council of State and Territorial 

Epidemiologist-June, 2014, Nashville, TN 

• Poster Presentation:  “A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF CANCER RATES FOR INDIANA’S 10 
PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICTS”; Amanda Raftery, Laura Ruppert  
International Association of Cancer Registries-June, 2014, Ottawa, Ontario 

• Oral Presentation: “A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF CANCER RATES FOR INDIANA’S 10 PUBLIC 
HEALTH DISTRICTS”; Amanda Raftery, Laura Ruppert 
2014 CDC National Program Directors meeting-August, 2014, Atlanta, GA 

• Poster Presentation: “CARTOGRAPHIC ENHANCEMENTS TO INDIANA’S COUNTY-LEVEL 
CANCER INCIDENCE RATES SUPPORT COLLABORATION”; Amanda Raftery, Laura Ruppert, Chris 
Waldron 
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• Poster Presentation: “WORKPLACE CANCER SCREENING INTERVENTIONS: REACHING 
TARGETED POPULATIONS THROUGH INDIANA EMPLOYERS”; Dawn Swindle, Caleb Levell 

• Poster Presentation: “DEVELOPING INTERACTIVE BREAST AND CERVICAL CANCER SCREENING 
RESOURCES FOR HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS”; Kate Tewanger, Caleb Levell, Wendy Noe, Chris 
Waldron  

• Poster Presentation: “THE BURDEN OF OBESITY RELATED CANCERS AND THE PROMOTION OF 
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY IN INDIANA”; Emily Jones, Amanda Raftery 

• Poster Presentation: “STRENGTHENING THE INDIANA CANCER CONSORTIUM THROUGH 
EVALUATION”; Keylee Wright, Caleb Levell  

• Poster Presentation: “COLLABORATING TO EDUCATE ON HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS 
VACCINATION THROUGH INDIANA’S COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CONTROL COALITION”; Dawn 
Swindle, Caleb Levell, Kate Tewanger 

• Oral Presentation: “LOCAL SUCCESS UTILIZING THE FRANCHISE MODEL: COLLABORATING 
WITH COMMUNITIES TO ADVANCE COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CONTROL IN INDIANA”; Caleb 
Levell, Emily Jones 

• Poster Presentation: “INCREASING THE CAPACITY TO IMPLEMENT POLICY, SYSTEMS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE INTERVENTIONS TO PREVENT AND CONTROL CANCER IN INDIANA”; 
Emily Jones, Caleb Levell 

• Oral Presentation: “COLLABORATING WITH HEALTH SYSTEMS TO GUIDE SUSTAINABLE 
CANCER CONTROL IN INDIANA”; Kate Tewanger 

• Oral Presentation: “USING EVALUATION RESULTS TO ENHANCE CANCER PROGRAM EFFORTS”; 
Keylee Wright, Emily Jones 

• Oral Presentation: “PRESENTING AND IMPLEMENTING EFFECTIVE MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATION PLANS TO GUIDE PSE EFFORTS IN INDIANA”; Emily Jones, Dawn Swindle 

The ISCR is collaborating with the Indiana Cancer Consortium Data Committee on the new 2015 Indiana 
Cancer Facts & Figures for publication. 

The ISCR has convened an ISCR Advisory Board with representation from physicians, CTRs, dentists, 
pathologists, etc. to address items such as increasing both cancer reporting and utilization of the state’s 
data to enhance programming. Meetings were held on April 23 and July 23, 2014. The meetings will be 
held quarterly.  
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